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business 

Lowenstein project's 
cast completed: food, 
films 

 

Article Launched: 03/08/2006 1:00 AM MST

By John Moore  
Denver Post Theater Critic

Neighborhood Flix Cinema & Café signed on 
Tuesday as the final partner in the $15 million 
Lowenstein Redevelopment Pro- ject, joining the 
Tattered Cover bookstore and Twist & Shout record 
store.  

The addition of food and first- run movies fulfills the 
original goal for the redevelopment to be a mix of 
locally owned cultural and retail tenants in a 
complex that will anchor East Colfax Avenue's 
revitalization.  

"We've been able to deliver the original theme of 
the project," developer Charles Woolley said. 
"Books, music, film and food - these are the core 
anchors for any great community retail project."  

The new Tattered Cover is under construction in the 
former live Lowenstein theater on Elizabeth Street. 
Neighborhood Flix will join Twist & Shout in a new, 
adjacent 24,000-square-foot building. Tattered 
Cover is slated to open June 26; the others plan to 
open by Thanksgiving.  

Neighborhood Flix will build and operate three 
intimate, upscale, state-of-the-art theaters and a 
full-service cafe. The Denver Film Society once 
planned to occupy the space but dropped out of the 
project in January.  

"We are psyched this has all worked out. This is 
huge. I am coming home," Neighborhood Flix 
general manager Jimmie Lee Smith said of his $4.5 
million project.  

Smith, a 1983 graduate of Denver's George 
Washington High School, has worked as a Broadway 

OTHER BUSINESS 
STORIES 

! Anschutz seals soccer 
deal 
! Colorado business, 3/9 
! Briefs, 3/9  
! Davis oil company 
positions for sale  
! Anschutz may sell to 
Red Bull owner  
! Airports in dogfight to 
host heroes  
! Getting tourism center 
on map  
! People on the move, 
3/9 
! SBA pulling belt 
tighter 
! Qwest may be buyout 
Bell of the ball  
! Profits, by hook or 
crook 
! Study: Beer is 
healthier than pop  
! Tiny computer joins 
Microsoft's fold  
! Oil prices float near 
$60 on OPEC output 
pledge 
! Exxon vows to boost 
output 
! Liberty Media adds two 
tracking stocks  
! Regional SBA 
workforce nearly halved 
! Buyers appreciate new 
NYSE 
! Stocks drift as oil price 
drops 
! Six Flags is looking to 
ease bumpy ride  
! Poll: Housing on firm 
foundation  
! Liberty losses grow 
! A lift for low frills  
! Median price for 
condos declines  
! Colorado business, 3/8 
! Briefs, 3/8  
! Tribes defend rights 
over energy access  
! Ski resort's success a 
winter bonus for nearby 
Salida 
! Archrivals upgrade 
java, so McDonald's does 
too 
! Ex-Enron CFO testifies 
boss approved of 
schemes  

JOBS AUTOS H

Oakwood Home
LLC - Exquisite mo
home from the low 

D R Horton-
Continental Ser
Incredible Incentive
The Continental Se
Pradera! Offering $
Off The Price! 

Luxor Homes - 1
& Holly ~ Very Clea

McStain 
Neighborhoods
Stapleton - Decemb
Move-In 

Page 1 of 4DenverPost.com - BUSINESS

3/9/2006http://www.denverpost.com/business/ci_3578962



HOME
ETHICS POLICY
Privacy Policy

  

 

     Search

 
 

  

stage manager since 1997. His partners are his 
wife, Michelle Dorant of New York, and sister, 1985 
George Washington grad Melodie Gaul.  

The three theaters will vary from 64 seats to 176, 
for a total capacity of 350. The smallest will have 
the feel of a deco screening room, the largest an 
expanded living room with couches, dining tables, 
love seats and stadium seats.  

Smith said programming has not been settled, but 
he expects to compete for popular independent 
titles with Landmark Theatres, which staved off 
recent local competition  

from Madstone Theatres. 

"But we're a completely different product," Smith 
said. "We are offering food and beverage that you 
can bring in with you from our cafe or have served 
at your table. We will have luxury seating, parking, 
digital projection and sound. In every way, this will 
be a state-of-the-art filmgoing experience as 
compared to what you see now at the Mayan or 
Esquire."  

The food will be prepared on site, Smith said. The 
menu will feature sandwiches and salads, plus 
movie-theater staples such as popcorn.  

"The goal is to offer a healthier menu than standard 
multiplex theaters," he said.  

Twist & Shout had hedged on its participation after 
the Denver Film Society dropped out, but owner 
Paul Epstein said Tuesday it's full speed ahead.  

"We're going in," he said. "When I heard that 
(Neighborhood Flix) was coming on, I couldn't have 
been happier."  

Epstein said the 10,000-square-foot Twist & Shout 
will include a stage for live performances and a 
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room for dance and hip-hop.  

The Tattered Cover will feature a newsstand, a 
coffee shop, author event space and free parking. 
Woolley said he still has about 10,000 square feet of
space available in the Lowenstein building.  

Pop music critic Ricardo Baca contributed to this 
report.  

Theater critic John Moore can be reached at 303-
820-1056 or jmoore@denverpost.com.  
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